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Fatwa Darul Uloom Deoband, Mazahirul Uloom Sharanpur and Jamia Islamia Taleemud Deen, Dahbel.
   I have studied your queries very attentively. It is incorrect to make announcements for Eid and Ramadan by following Saudi for the sake of ease. Even if a fatwa has been obtained for this purpose, it is against the principles of Shariah. There is a far greater distance between Britain and Saudi, whereas Morocco is a lot closer to Britain. To abandon a close country’s sightings and to accept Saudi’s sighting, is in contradiction with the principles of Fiqh. Thereafter, considering the state of the Saudi observations and the difficulties that are arising from them, which you have written and drawn attention towards. After reading them, no decision should ever be made blindly in accordance with Saudi observations. (Darul Uloom Deoband) And Allah knows best.
Mufti Habibur Rahman, Mufti Darul Uloom Deoband. 18th Safar 1424AH

Mufti Ahamad Khanpuri, Jamia Islamia Taleemud Deen, Dahbel, Gujrat, India.

I fully agree and I am satisfied with the above reply.

Mazahirul Uloom, Sharanpur, India 

This answer is correct and is in accordance with the rulings of Shari’ah. The closest countries should be taken into account where there is less difference in the sunset etc.
Mufti Muhammad Tahir, Darul Ifta Mazahirul Uloom Sharanpur. 1st Sha’baan 1424 AH


[image: image7]
Mufti Justice Sheykh Muhammad Taqi Uthmani  

I have replied to you letter and I hope that you have now received the earlier letter. In summary I would like to say that the inhabitants of Britain in the present circumstances should not consider the moon sighting of Saudi Arabia as sufficient and they should contact Morocco in case of the weather not being clear. In Saudi Arabia the sighting of the moon has been accepted before even the birth of the moon on many occasions which is impossible in my view. I have discussed the situation with many Saudi Ulama and they are also disturbed with these occurrences however since this is in the hands of the Majlisul Qadha Al-A’la they are helpless.

Mufti Taqi Usmani Darul Uloom Karachi. 19th Rabius Thani 1412AH

Mufti Justice Sheykh Muhammad Taqi Uthmani  (and Allah Ta'ala Knows Best)
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·           Our opinion is that not every testimony is conclusive (Qat’ee), there is the possibility of error. Astronomical calculations are conclusive, whereas there could be an error in the deductions made in their testimony. Hence if the testimony is against the opinion of expert astronomers, it should be rejected... (Mufti Muhammad Taqi Uthmani. Mas'alah Ruyat e Hilal Haqaaiq awr Galat Fahmiyah (Al Haaj Abdul Kareem bin Moosa) Page 26)
·           If the  Saudi Ruyat was correct  I would have accepted it for Pakistan, but as the reality (Haqiqat)  there (in Saudi) is that  'we will look at Shahadat’, irrespective of the fact that logically the sighting is impossible as the moon is not even born, and the difference between Saudi and other countries is of two days, as I (Mufti Muhammad Taqi Uthamani) do not agree with this  Mowqaf/opinion, I don't act upon it," he states further "otherwise we would have agreed with  the Saudi--judgement”. http://www.deeneislam.com/ur/horiz/halate_hazra/RUYAT_E_HILAL/article.php?CID=74&cp=1
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Z-Hejja ه ١٣٩٩ (Sheykh Bin Baaz رحمه الله) The grand scholar Mufti of Saudi Arabia (Al Bathul Islami p 63)
(After doing extensive research on this issue, he concludes with this statement).

‘As for those who say that it is necessary to follow the sighting of Makkah (Saudi) then let it be known that there is no proof or basis for this in the Holy Qur’an and Sunnah’.

[image: image10]

[image: image11]

[image: image12]

[image: image13]

[image: image14]
[image: image1.emf][image: image15.jpg]Muslim World League

Secretariat General
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