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The United Ruling of The Ulama (Scholars of Islam) on
Subah Sadiq and The Time for Ending Suhoor

Today, Sunday 16 Sha’ban 1403Hijrah, 29t May 1983 at 10am, The Jamiat Ulama Britain have
invited the Scholars of the UK under the leadership, supervision and chair of Hadhrat Moulana
Mufti Mahmood Hassan Gangohi (DB), Mufti Azam Hind (Senior Khalifa of Hadhrat Shaykhul
Hadith Moulana Muhammad Zakariyya Kandhlavi (RAH), to Jamia Masjid, 30 Howard Street,
Bradford, England.

In this meeting there was a detailed research and debate on the establishing of Subah Sadiq in
light of the fundamental Islamic principles of Islamic Jurisprudence. In respect of this there has
been a unanimous agreement and verdict of the Scholars upon the information mentioned
below.

Prior to this in the UK, nautical twilight of the sun being 12 degrees below the horizon was used
to define Subah Sadiq, this was completely wrong. In the UK, on a night where an Islamic night
is witnessed and the sun is 18 degrees below the horizon...this occurrence is referred to as
Astronomical Twilight, this will also be taken as the commencement of Subah Sadiq. In reality,
this is verily the correct time for the commencement of Subah Sadiq.

However, in those months where the sun does not fall below the horizon by 18 degrees in the
UK and an Islamic night is not witnessed (May, June, July). It has been agreed that each locality
or city will take the last occurrence of Subah Sadiq (on an Islamic night) as a guideline to
establish the commencement and end of Suhoor and commencement of Fajr. This is the
principle of Aqrab Al Ayyam (Nearest Day - to use the Fajr and Isha and times from the last day
when it was possible to calculate these times for that location).

Prior to this meeting, 16 Sha’ban 1402H, June 1982 there was a gathering of the Scholars of the
UK in Dewsbury. In this gathering the basis for the book ‘Subah Sadiq Timings in the UK’ was
written by Hadhrat Moulana Muhammad Yaqoob Ismail Qasmi. It was explained that in those
months where an Islamic night is not witnessed there were different opinions open to being
followed.

From the different opinions that are able to be followed and are correct in their own right. In
‘this’ current meeting it has been agreed that the best opinion is Aqrab Al Ayyam. For this
reason, the participants of this meeting have taken an oath that not only will we stay steadfast
upon this ruling and act upon it. Further, we will also make some Scholars who were not able to
participate aware of this and invite them to also accept and adopt it.

Alhamdulillah, all those Scholars who are present here in this meeting have happily accepted
this decision. In the conclusion of this meeting Hadhrat Moulana Mufti Mahmood Hassan
Gangohi (DB) congratulated the participating Scholars of this meeting on reaching their
decision. Hadhrat Moulana Mufti Mahmood Hassan Gangohi (DB) also advised that this ruling
should be firmly adopted and all should remain steadfast upon it.



Note: In this meeting, there are 70 senior Scholars and in excess of 100 representatives of
[slamic Centres. This meeting was continuously conducted for 6 hours and after the issue of a
unanimous verdict Hadhrat Moulana Mufti Mahmood Hassan Gangohi (DB) performed Du’aa to
close the meeting.

Signed:

Hadhrat Moulana Mufti Mahmood Hassan Gangohi (DB)
Hadhrat Moulana Muhammad Yaqoob Ismail Qasmi

Distributor:
Moulana Abdur Rasheed Rabbani

Chairman Jamiat Ulama Britain

[t is unfortunate and a shame that after calling such a great personality from the other side of
the World to carry out a great meeting to establish a unanimous stand point for the Scholars
and Masajid in the UK to adopt, we have preferred to turn away from the oath that was taken
above and adopt that way which is against the way of the Shari’ah and pleasing to ourselves. It
is also clear that the timetable that is currently presented by the Hizbul Ulema and Jamiat
Ulema; aside from being incorrect according to the Shariah, it is also against the principle of
good character. After committing an oath to a unanimous verdict to adopt 18 degrees they have
reverted back to that which was labelled as completely incorrect.

It is a very big responsibility that has been placed on the responsible persons of the Masajids
and Imams to ensure that the Fasts of the community are carried out correctly. How can this be
overlooked and considered unimportant?

It was made clear in this meeting that with the exception of May, June and July to adopt a
guideline other than the sun being 18 degrees below the horizon to establish Subah Sadiq as
being completely incorrect. We should read and absorb the information above as was agreed in
the presence of such great scholars of Islam.

The scholars of the Ummah, wherever they reside, have a responsibility for that area. Whether
they are an Imam of a Masjid or perform some other form of work, they are scholars and have
this responsibility entrusted upon them. It is not the quality of scholars to remain silent when
there is a difference of opinion in a matter. The scholars should investigate and approve of the
manner which is most in accordance with the Holy Qur’an and Sunnah.

The Management and responsible people of the masajid should assist in propagating the Truth.
The political ideology of uniting upon the wrong path for the sake of name, fame or reputation
is incorrect and against Islamic principles, this is a matter of worship of the masses and a
compulsory fast of Islam, we should adopt Islamic etiquettes. When the management
committees and Imams of masjids unite upon the Truth, only then will the community be united
and rightly guided.

Abdullah Ibn Abbas “J%&uﬁé related that the beloved Prophet m@ said: ‘“The rectification of two

groups in my Ummabh is the rectification of my Ummabh, the leaders and the Ulemah (scholars).’
(Kanzul A’maal, vol 6, p30 #14708)

May Allah = grant us the ability to act upon the Truth (Haq) and protect us from the Evil of
ourselves and others. Ameen!

There may be minor inaccuracies in the translation of the Urdu text directly. For this reason the
scanned copy of original Urdu text is attached below.




uz;l,ziuwi L}f{ 2 (S3ke &

Sl

.»ﬁ,)unwwz, u"i-”/ b) 5@?5!;;4 5 00 vq qu/e,,if}uL_,,./ - el
W///_//;L/MJ OIS S5 P R P AT (V)
“"u"nf’l.b/u"‘/'f,u?" JL,»“ ,Uu}ﬁu—/,.,_jJ/‘LJfg_//ﬂjw
Az rd ale(Ursni L sl G foh 38 pet & 0PL Golo
LB B3 s Loge S a1 2 0 g o ios e
L,:{'z,ub,.:l,é{%,ft‘;g; SIE 7 1A e I e Gy 536 (J,us.au,fj U A5
(Grtogipobs o Bl e oot o i 1D g1l ol irsin'
L A P NSTC (07 (TN BCI PN NS G YN YA E3 PRI PR
LIS PG 55K, sLoge. auug/u,»uyﬂgﬂdrmfm,g e L ots Golo g
L/(HL/L)/“/rL"”J I'WIJUMEJU%%-» e
u‘f’wfdjdm,wfuwly(,_/wﬂuaw‘pli""/u;dwd,: ﬁ’?uw‘” w'P
*’ﬂ: W/d//u“(;‘(i}»{,,wj (s =K oolegt UL L/L/ﬂf_;u St
szg-"dbuﬁé;’ /ju’b rtw_//lc:. u"/:u u‘*’ig, oL u’w:oaf,«‘u’-{ Lire e .wu"u
J//L}’ud-fr’ulaiﬂéfw‘)ﬁic{u *JUJL/L pi: -?bf(‘)wu,.o,-z,uf._/, ,-’/L/K-S,JL&U‘ )
s S S S s S e s o vl A 2 s
w,ar.fm:suﬁ,;) ;u,}/uwwf uuu’»a,uwrd_/sﬁ/f"tjvcﬁ
BRI VIR TP lvﬁiwf,uf’uida )LL/L/)/(//W/&&JZ_JL,J(J}J,,MM !
w:idb,:u/,-/ci— U2 .«fuﬂur‘dv’uf/vfm, f/um: L//’u“u’uo'u’i s
-l faf L«*u 2 /,J»’au -wj,jc,f"&,.'e/df.i»agjj} é_/;/,ulpdjt_: 23/93.1/ U}
_\—@;’J %53 50] -k 0924451857 l.,w/k_:/_’w,g:-:z.’h{? LUy =N

(i o= e JL}’/&WMJCVL



